
January 13, 2020 

C E M S 
Message from Mr. Corston 
 
It is the time of year when parents/guardians are informed on how their child is learning through a 
formal report card. Communication on student learning is an ongoing process and there should not be 
any surprises for students or parents/guardians. As always, if at any time you have a concern with your 
child’s learning please contact your child’s teacher(s) or myself at the school.  

The first formal written report card which will be sent home this year will be the week of February 10. 
This will include an overview of learning as well as a report card. More information on the reporting 
template and how we will be communicating student’s learning is below. 

Communicating Student Learning  

The BC Ministry of Education and our School District are in the midst of implementing the renewed 
curriculum and reporting documents that better meet the needs of families. Our goal is to provide 
parents with a better way of understanding where their children are at in their learning journey. 

Report cards home will look the same as they did last year. There will be a scale that will inform parents 
and guardians on their child’s achievement in subject areas. The scale will be: emerging, developing, 
applying and extending. Descriptions of the four- point scale are as follows: 

Emerging: 

Work does not yet meet grade level expectations; 

Student may show evidence of progress toward relevant learning standards; 

Requires on-going support. 

Developing: 

Work meets grade level expectations at a minimal level; 

Student can understand the learning standards at a basic level or in familiar situations; 

Requires some support. 

Applying: 

Work meets grade level expectations; 

Student consistently applies understanding and demonstrates learning in a variety of situations; 

Student generally works independently. 

Extending: 

Work exceeds grade level expectations; 

Student demonstrates superior performance of learning standards; 

Student independently takes initiative to extend their own learning and understanding. 

Part of better meeting the needs of students and families involves increased opportunities for parents to 
meet formally with teachers to discuss their child’s progress and agree on a goal(s). At Carlin scheduled 
parent/student/teacher conferences took place in late November. On the formal report card going 
home on February 8 there will be a progress note related to the goals agreed upon in November. 

 
 



Cold Weather Policy 
 
With the extremely cold temperatures expected this week it is important that students dress for the 
weather when coming to school.  

During very poor weather students will be permitted to play appropriately inside. Given the protection 
offered by our surrounding forests, when temperatures are in the range of -10 to -15 degrees at the 
school, students are typically expected to play outside as long as the windchill isn’t too bad. When the 
temperature drops below -15 degrees at the school there is a good chance students will have an indoor 
recess.  The decision whether or not to have an indoor recess rests with the principal and is based on a 
number of factors (ie. temperature at the school, windchill, shelters available, length of time outside, 
etc.). 

If your child arrives at school before the bell, some teachers may choose to open their classroom a few 
minutes early on extreme cold weather days. If your child’s classroom door is not open, the kitchen is 
alway open in the morning at 8:15 am for both the breakfast program and as a quite place to take 
shelter from the cold.  Please note, if your child is “too ill” to play outside at lunch and recess, they 
should not be at school.  This policy is in place to protect the health of all students, staff, and guests. 

Unplug and Play 
 
On the evening of Tuesday, January 28th, from 6:00-7:30 pm, Carlin PAC would like to invite you to join 
them for an Unplug and Play event. The Sunnybrae Bible Camp has offered to run laser tag outside at 
the back of the school; in the gym, PAC is going to set up different games and activities. There will be hot 
chocolate and snacks provided. 
 
We look forward to seeing you. 
 
Ready Set Learn 
 
A Ready, Set, Learn event will take place in every elementary school in the North Okanagan-
Shuswap between January and March 2020.  

• Ready, Set, Learn is a free early learning event for families with children who are 3 to 
5 years old 

• All families will receive free books and a kit of materials and resources to help support 
their child’s early learning experiences 

• All families are encouraged to pre-register for the event at their local school or contact 
Jennifer Findlay at 250-833-2095 or jfindlay@sd83.bc.ca for more information 

• The Ready Set Learn event at Carlin Elementary Middle School will take place on 
Wednesday, March 11 from 9:30-10:30 in the Learning Commons. 

 

 
 
 


