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C E M S 
 

A Message from Mr. Corston 
 
Hello to all Carlin students, family and friends, 
 
The last week for students and most staff of the 2020-2021 school year has arrived. No school 
year has ever come close to being like the one we just experienced. I have so much 
appreciation for our students and staff and how we were able to navigate the year of learning 
and being together. From the beginning of the year you, our parents/guardians, have been so 
supportive and cooperative. Sincere admiration and appreciation for the support you have 
provided.  
 
As we think of returning in September there are still questions and unknowns. School District 
No. 83 will provide information as it becomes available through its website and various social 
media platforms and we will update closer to start up. 
 
On Wednesday we host our Grade 8 Farewell as a celebration for our grade 8 students moving 
on to secondary school. While it is not the farewell of two years ago, I believe these students 
know how much they will be missed. It’s unfortunate the rest of the school, due to cohorts, 
didn’t get to experience this group more than they did as they are unique and fun to be around. 
To each and everyone one of you, all the best as you move onto high school and grade 9. Be 
good to one another. 
 
Thank-you to staff for your effort, flexibility, and commitment this past year. There were many 
challenges and changes and we were in session for all of it. While it had some ups and downs, I 
am so proud of how we came together to be the strong team that we are.  
 
To our PAC members your commitment, contributions and time in making Carlin a better school 
is much appreciated. PAC remained active and supportive all year. They are a vital part of life at 
Carlin and provide much support.  
 
I hope and look forward to having a school wide assembly to kick off next year. It has been too 
long since we have been able to gather as one. From that we will be able to come together and 
begin the year on a positive. We will be counting on our current grade 4, 5, 6, and 7 students to 
be leaders, role models, and an overall positive influence next year. This is a very important 
responsibility and one which we need to support these students with.  
 
There will be significant staffing change for next year at Carlin. We are saying good-bye to some 
of our staff members. They may be retiring, taking a part of the year for a leave, going back to 
school, being transferred, or a part of the process of posting and filling in the school system.  
 
The staff members who we currently know are leaving are: Noah Ralston, Cheyenne Furrer, 
Amber Greenwood, Chinook McLean, Lavern Butchart, Lynda Tyler, Jacqui Ayley, George 
Cochrane, Jenn Sharp, Kelly Batt, Melissa Gillette, Michelle McFadden and Mikhael Swityk. Your 
contributions to life at Carlin are appreciated and you will be missed.  
 
Ms. Tyler and Ms. Ayley, congratulations on your retirement. We are excited for you. Please be 
sure to wave or stop by next year to say hi or to TTOC.  Ms. McLean congratulations; enjoy the 
excitement of a new addition to your family. Miss Sharp good luck at university next year. Ms. 
Batt, we are excited for you to be joining your family in Winnipeg. Ms. Paterson enjoy your 



leave in the fall, we look forward to you rejoining us in January 2022. Ms. Colonna continue to 
enjoy your time at home with your second child and we will see you in January. 
 
Mr. Ralston, we wish you all the best as you become the vice principal of Salmon Arm 
Secondary – Sullivan Campus. Noah you will do great things wherever you go. Thanks for your 
many contributions to life at Carlin. It has been an absolute pleasure working side by side these 
past two years. Thanks! 
 
I would like to announce that our new vice principal for next year is Ms. Sandra Major. Sandra is 
currently a vice principal of Shuswap Middle School in Salmon Arm. Sandra, welcome to Carlin 
we look forward to you being a part of our team and community. 
 
Looking ahead to September, we will all be waiting for further direction from the Public Health 
Office and the British Columbia Ministry of Education regarding which stage we will be in. As we 
are presented with that information, we will plan next steps and communicate out to our 
families. Next year’s bell schedule can be found on our school’s website.  
 
Please take care of one another! We wish everyone a safe and enjoyable summer. School start 
up for next year is on Tuesday, September 7. Look forward to seeing everyone. 
 
Summer Websites:  
Here are some websites that may be of interest for you this summer … 

From our counsellor - https://gozen.com/7-things-every-parent-of-an-anxious-teen-should-try/ 
From our librarian - https://www.orl.bc.ca/kids-teens/kids/summer-reading-club  
Bowl for free - https://www.kidsbowlfree.com/center.php?alley_id=6788  
 

Supporting Your Child with Their Reading 
 
How can I help my child become a life-long reader?   We can avoid the summer reading slide that effects 
students' growth with simple routines that keep it fun and enjoyable.   
 

Reading aloud to your child, no matter the age, is a wonderful daily routine to connect, discover, 
wonder, and make meaning of ourselves and our world.  READING IS ABOUT MEANING MAKING.   

When reading good fit books at your child's reading level, let it remain empowering.  When a reader 
works through reading with making mistakes, problem solving, and thinking about what makes sense, 
they are becoming stronger.  When we intervene too often, we can create a poor habit of rescuing.  Let 
some mistakes go or else we interrupt the reader too much.    Allow the reader to do the work.   Taking 
turns reading, like a tag game, where when you pause your child takes over for just a word or maybe a 
page or more, and then tags you back.    

A few strategies to encourage with your words include: " Look at the letter clues" rather than saying 
"sound it out" (49% of the English language is not sound-out-able!),  "What do you know?"  "What do 
you see?"   "Try that part again.",  "Does that make sense?"  "Does that look right?"     Celebrate reading 
with a positive & specific comment, or a cheer, or a dance!   

Reading activities include:  board games, audio books, scavenger hunts, daily journal of writing and 
sketching, weekly routine to the local library, "read the world" through many sources (magazines, 
newspapers, recipes, photos albums, shopping lists, trading cards, instruction manuals for building 
IKEA!...).    When you write, it strengthens your reading and vice versa! 

The research continue informs us that students who are reading with some success at their grade level, 
by the end of grade 3,  will have a smoother transition from learning to read to reading to learn.  🙂🙂 
 

-Online picture book reading sites include:  Unite for Literacy, Oxford Owl , Epic Books , Wonderopolis 
(Wonder of the Day) 

https://gozen.com/7-things-every-parent-of-an-anxious-teen-should-try/
https://www.orl.bc.ca/kids-teens/kids/summer-reading-club
https://www.kidsbowlfree.com/center.php?alley_id=6788
https://www.uniteforliteracy.com/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/
https://www.getepic.com/?utm_channel=search&gclid=Cj0KCQjwzYGGBhCTARIsAHdMTQxmbDcCWn073qGrTk8fG03FvjZZIDNXv82iqP8_QqTssDJBrV-6-BgaApsqEALw_wcB
https://wonderopolis.org/
https://wonderopolis.org/


PAC News  

 
Hello Carlin Families,  
  
As this school year ends, we want to thank all the students, families and staff for the most 
positive year we could have expected. 
 
Thank you for supporting our fundraisers and cookbook. We hope you enjoyed hot lunches and 
year end trips. 
 
We have every finger crossed that next year we will be able to host the 10th Carlin Country 
Market!!! 
  
Have a great summer,  
Carlin PAC Executive   
 
Note: Shuswap Minor Football is currently running a four week camp in Armstrong and Salmon 
Arm for ages 7-18 that will get young athletes moving, help experienced football players get 
back in form, provide an introduction to new football players, and of course provide for a safe 
and fun outdoor team experience.  
Coaches will lead the athletes through football basics, skills, and drills.  
Registration will open soon for tackle football, with training starting in July. New players are 
welcome!  
Visit shuswapfootball.com 
 

http://shuswapfootball.com/

